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BACKGROUND
ls The first poos. . yw.w in 1927. It was cut’ Tassly
reprmsed“ il 116 not suceved in cruvshing ¥ aplrit
of the strugglc ame brosder and stronger. €1 30 June
19'30 +he Trdn : Poakte W LoorEsull o of e o E ger of
several regis ehies, some of whizh o2 been dnsglred T he
Third Intero wese Qomnanist Paviy fatad Lbtse  with,
and gubsitted - of x the Tn rd .mewas.’mo;; al. ‘he  tatlons
of 1930/31 ¢id nov o 1"%1"4 reulie from the poind of ‘ew of
Indochinese indert ; ,he pmnh of view of ithe Ind - idnese
Communi st Pa:ft" ] ere s period of hope and expeasic | TDuriag
this decade, # young Vietnameta found it yovsil %o
leave Tndechinn wes, wenally eitiner vie Franse or ¢ @ nay
arrived in the UY % courses of varyring length and im  tance.
The greater prorc sttended clisses at the 3un ¥ .sen
Univrersity in Moscow. 8ity it wss rearrally recognized et the
Annamese converts Coummriam were aboul the mogt Ltelligent =pd as  unous of
any nationality, % mupber o them sttained the degrev of “Agreges Ro g%, the
highest degree whick thet scicol of Comsunism accorded, A$ the same - 'z, a
numbey of them eststllshed themselves on terme of int.sate friendship th
\ French students of the Eur opcan se: stion of the Compun’st University 1+ oscow;
for exaapls the £oizudship betwesn 10 chl Minh and o ‘ler Indochinese : . dente
with Thorez snd ot'sr Prench Communist leaders of t/+ future as well ¢. with the
s future Marshal Titc of Iugtos..avi:!. In Indochinu 1ti1f, after another 'ssperste
struggls from 193¢ %o 1939, Conmunists fajled make any importa. galns,
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~he Pariy and the sequisition of new recruits,

except for the conzolldatini of

merbers were thrown inte prison, The lagt and most violent insurrection bafore
the Japanese occuratlon wes thet of Cochinchina in 1940: but it elss s ruthlessly
repressed, with much blocdshed. és a result of this repressicn, two ‘wportant
leaders met theit death: Ni'H Xai, sister-in-law of VO nguyen Giap, wd
NGUYFF Hone Phong. These two bad been tre Incdochinese delepates to . 1938
World Congress of the Thivd intcrnaticnal in ¥escoew., A Jarge number 7 Party
members in Indeehina were thrown inte yrison: The renal colony of Peale Condor
(Cor-Lon, Coctrinchina), where MCUYTY van Tac, DAQ duy Ky, NGUYI'M an Ninh and
many otters were confined; the rriscrs of lao Tao (106-40, 16-35), K¢ itum
(107-01, 14-20), "an re Thuct (10¢-05, 17-40) in Arnamj the rriscrs ¢ Song-La
{103-54, 21-20) ané Nrhia-Lo (204=21, 21-35) in TPonkin (TRAN huy Lier wuas
confinrd at Wghia-Lo); and the Central friscns in Hanoi, Hue, Saigen ind Vinh,

With the outbreak of thr war in Furore in 1939, Gerrany's attack on 1.1 USSR in
1941 and the complete chanse in the policy of the Communist rarties in all the
courtries of tre world, the Indectinege Corrunist Party, 1ike the res’, had to
adort new tacties. Tt was to tbe inter st of the USSR to conceal he: re2lations
itk the Cerrunist rarties of vari-us ccuntries, in order tc avoid g 'ng offense
to tre Allies who were rel-frp the USSR in the war. In accord with ¢ .« reneral
rolicy of the Third Interratirral, the Indcchineze Comrunist Party he to.
Aismuise itself and r-tire into scercey. Terirn'ng in 1240 Communist rad to

sdeookira, The history of Viebnam onterec : new
rhase with this irpertent teering shich wag taken My the Indochinese umunist
Partys it vas a turning of rreal consejquence.

rive war *o Maticnalise in I

DTVILOHTET A ITOTRULTYTS OF VITT LINT CCUVTRCL

Teginning in 1040 and reccbing 2 clina at the ené of 1941 and the be . ning

of 1942, there were MNatirnalist revelts euch as those at Pac Son (106 2, 21-52)
and at Dinh Ca (106-04, 21-44). Ouerrilla asrties were forned. The T nam
Livweraticn Arrmy {Viet Yar (5 s1=Prong=11en) was founded. The Reaist.: - Novemen
arainst hotk the Froneh anc Jeranvse veeare est hliched. And as the ccountere
measrres and orpressicn hy hoth the Frenct and Japencse grew rrogress :-ly mors
brutal and unbearable, the jaorls became pore an? rore rrady to jcin ~ “rolutionary
orpanizaticns. Tevirg séveviage of this statc of affairs, the Commur .. Party
embarked con the folloming tactics:

(1) Creaticr of new revolutiorary rertles, sveh as (a) The Democ ~ic Farty
(Dan Chu Tang); this party was in fact organized by a Comrunist, ¥GUY i dinh Thi
who latere--under tre rresent Viet ¥inh Governmeni~-hecare President ¢  he
Cultural Asscciat’cn for Naticnal Yelfare, In orpenizing the "Demcer “ie™ Fardy
he wa- assisted ty DUCG duc Hizn, a former Presicent of the Students ..ssociatlon,
by VU dinh Hec, at yrisent ¥irigter of stice in the Vietnam Gover 'nt, and
by DC duc Muc, whe became the Seeretary-Conerni of the Democratic Far.y . {b) The
Victnam Reveluticrary Youth rardy {Viet Yar T'aah Nien Gach Lenh Dong _0d HGi)i

?

ereated at Liuctor {Kwaresi, Chinz) by HO.chi Kirh {posaibly uncer a  .alonym
who retired as its leader shertly after its crestion. {¢) The Wew Vi um Farty
(Tan Vick Cack Ferk Dang) w-ick wog also erected by HO chi tnh, but er a

Aifferent ore of Fis nurercus aliaseg; thils time, 1Y Thuy. .
(?) Strenrtrenins and cnronrecerent of the Indechincge Cormunist - riy itself,
but new in a rorc suhtle and secred form.:
{2) Cr- ticn'of Maticral iic rare Associanticns (Doan The Cuu Quot - Cxamples
of trece arc: Maticmal Telfure irsociaticns of Youth, of Woren, of ¥ anis, of
wort:ersy and esyecially of the #ryu-Yet (Tu Ve Cuvu quoc)=="Self-Defens: "ssociations.’
(L) Forra*icn of & reli*deal front: The Vied Iirh. Tris Frent, -~ & penrancey
uas the result of the merger of &ll the Naticral Telfare Associaticns . of several
rolitical rarties of wkich tre mest important was the Indo-Chlnese Cor 'nist Party
and tre secord mest irportant=-but Yar less go=-the Demccratic Party- ‘

Durin~ the Japancso Qecuration, the organizatirn of the Viet K¥inh was  followss

(1) on the Jorest level thore were tre Tieu=To ("1little nests"), . ich in fact
were cells ccnsisting of € to 10 rersons sach. Each Tieu To chose a - *.efate.
Thede delepates formed a comnittes on the next. hicte Thus, $..° by step by
tre samc process on ascencinge levels, the follovinr came into existenc o :
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(2) Khu-E_--Comnittee for a Khu (district) in the coun*ry, or Thanh~Bg~=
Committee for a tcwng '
(3) Tinh-Bo--Commitiee fov o rreviree;

4} Xu-Bo--Cemmittee for a Xu (largs regicnal dvisicn)y end finelly,

5) Tong-Bo--General Tirectirs Committee,
The role of the Tizu-To was that of a cell which multirlied and reeruiced new
rarty memters. Ths Tank-Bo {Town Cormittees) und Tinh~-Po (Provineial fermittees)
organized Peorlie!s Committues which were at trat tire ealled "Naticnal liveraticn
Committees." These Peojlats Committees, durl«g the Jaranese Occuratic:, had a
character which wag at omve admindstrotive, prlitical and omilitary., Tie Tong=Bo
(General Direrting Commifizee) Surine the Jaratese Occupation elected an I'xecutive
Committee which was neme/ the "Vietnem Liberalicn Comrittee® , with HO ¢ % Minh
a8 Presidant. Aft-r the urrdising of Aupust 145, it was thisg Committec . with the
additicn of a few nembirs whe were nevtrsl ant in rarticular harmless, w ich
becare the Provisi-na; Governrent.. The Tieu«T¢, =0 longer havine any - -tieular
furetion 4o fulrizl, aliarreared, and the Pecylsis Cemmittees becamre t} -
rrovisicnal orpars of alninistration. Hovever. they socn tended to bec .i &
Flectoral Collerss snlyy leaving sl1l active adrlnistraticon to the "Exec.cive
Committees™ of tre fooviels Committees,

In August 195 the -
formed a Haticnalics (ivernment,
and was recornized s suchk., I+ -
Goverr;ent and the lerplels Con
Communist Party =l2c Cerinate
of Viet Minh Pasic Tuliey fror 10

« the po-er in “he nuame of the People and
his Governmsnt vas a Provisioral Gov: :nment
28 tre Viet I'inh \hich dominated both
L and, more ¢rticularly, it vas - .
Nirhe (3e3 rararrarhs 23=40 £ History

@ lmovn to the reorl: of Vietnam and the vorld
recracy® and that the ietnam Government .3 g
sented all rartice of the reorle and 'r~luded
Pebrvary 1946, poperal 2lecticns w2 held.
Tollewing 1s tre Lory:

"Long 1lists o 8 (orsented and oy labor e rachiviry set ur to
make certain “nul i irue o ool the peop. o sheuld he axmessed. ot
since 1% wa  th. [ir:t reresal electlen ev-r 1214 4n Vietnam, “he vo g
naturall; .eded Tmr cbody, and . was necessary “or th:  po-
visional (overnesnt (Vied §v ta rrevide thiv-utdance. This hey 3 by
means of i ade te " Infory v Servics, wtl:k pave the recple the  scessary
details :oncernin: who were i lruly ratrictl: candidates, ne r osu v was
that thr reople v>sted cverw rirgly for a Coa..tion Governmert—-whick included
rerresesiatives o7 all rar? and a numier of vaepartisans. Thus ¢ ag
impossitle tc zrouse the Vietner Sovernment of & och 1946 of being du.iisted
ty a siwle varey, since 3% vas slected by univer-:l suffrapge of all !

reerle and cont only & aircrity of Viet Fink vombrrs.  ano this isority
certajily rad a ot te be ln Foversment, sinc 3t was a carty @
rerr:sented a certaiin rercen.sgr of the rorulatien a1d also hat the goo v of
raciopg led the stiacrle for e ceuntry's inderendene,  3inil 1y, 3¢ ss
irrossible to accusn tle Co Lot Farty of dorinstinr the Viern Mirh, asnieh
w.y in Feverter 194% the Compunist Forty voluntarily cissolved itself . o tig
oo? of the Reruhlic,"

On i€ Pirkest level (4 ¢ Government), tforcfore, tris mas o Corrunist-dor -:ted
strte In arrearance. Cu the lewer levels 3t wag nowy &t leas' in uprearanc . the

But the Communicts nbad
at larpe that Victr:: we

. "Demeeratie Gover o
non-rartisars alse, ©
Fror the Viet i'int

¥

?orle's Cormitters ‘kal were in cnargo of local afpinietlr:t.sn.

76

“he raturc ¢f the adrir etriiien of Indochina as it evolved uiler the Provi " imal
Covernrent (Serterler 1 45-Februap - 1946), the Cealiticr Gove.nmen' {Srrine a40)
ap? £inally the rrozont Vietnam Coor ent is as follows: Cn ire BV -heat Yo,
there 1s tle Victnam Gosrnment itcelf, wilch is, as the Viet hLiah o
~erresed (even now) of 1 iniste rs " variong rarties and sore nor -yari\san i = sters.
“he Viet Mirh fail to vcint out thag all ihe mest impyortant post: are veeupt . by
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Viet Liinh members. The Covernment gives directives and criers te the Fxscutive

Committees on ecack level: BRo (the three larpe divisicns of Ternkin, Arnam,

Cochinchina); Province frinh;; District (Huyen); and Village {Za). Tt

Executive Commiftrea of whe Xa and Tinh are chosen b the Peoplels Cor iltees

of trose divisicne, with the aryrroval cf the Executive Committess on b pher

levels. The Peorle's Corritices are elected hy +he peoyle by direct uriversal

snffrape. The Executive Compittes of the Ro is chosen hv all the Fxec five

Comrittees of the Tirh in trat Boj and the Executive Comrittee of the Puyen is

chosen by all the Executive Corrittees in the Xa of that Huyen. Thus ilere is

at least an arreararce of demncratic metheds of choesing the local adm pistraticn.

But the Viet Miak intimate that:
"It must be recognized that Victmar has enjoyed the benefits and o vifilled
the duties of Demceracy: for only a very shert tipe. "Derocracy -erresents
the most reascnable pelizieal *rend for the world in general; and nusy theve-
fere be yreserved in Viewnam at all costs. Vietnam pust certeinl; not retrace
its sters and r turn to slavery and feudalism. Th.refere it is ert’rely ’
lorical to fear that thre *ﬂ*rlﬁ'ﬂ Cormittees mirrt misunderstand ' he orders
of the Government und ri;h* vun the risk of revertins to the impo =ut
rogiticn of the ferrer 'Crnsells des Notatles!' which were mere pu;puts of
the French, In order to counteract an evil which is rore than a 'sibility,
and to avert this Qanrer . it s lorfical to nrcvye these Teorle's Sommittecs
{or their Nzeautive Corm: tters) “ith Advisors

This has heen done - tT rrea’, enerpy ard efficic woy. 4 rresent such wvisors

are very nurerous v

Lt

ave erconttored in varicus forms (Fararrirhs €010,

State Can=Bc

mrhe State Can~Po {Can Bo “he Tuoc). This Lerk ray he defined as "Non s

kY
provided by the State.' (See note re~ardins terminology at en? of rer )
Durine the Jaranese Ceerrati-n the Can-Ro were arerts whe had already ~ceived
adeqra’e trainirg--most coften treyr vere yeung reveluticnaries. In b -egicns
controlled by the Viet Nirk ~uerrillas trere were about 3C Car-Ro scher s, The
ccurse lasted fror 15 to 30 lays. Fach scrool corjrised ahcut 30 stu _uts, who
" were teinf vrepared to teccre at +ne sare time relitical leaders and :.:rrilla
criefs., Some *raiving -as riven 11 rolitical frrtrinr and organizatl but
rrincipal enrhasia was cf course on rilitary ra atters~-woaprcns, Jdercll ns,
sahctare, esplonace. The ccourses were conducted by Can-Po, the stude = . them~
selves becorins r*tential an="g uren the covrlet*nn of tr?ir ~ourse. ''he
jrrertance attackz? T the Vieh Lint to these screocls iz evidenced by @ie fact
tVaf they werc organized Wy HO oby M nh L.rur,f ard his inrediate ent..rage of
senicr roli*ical *~4 lers.  SU }aw7y nsrired schecls were held even v the
repicns defiritely contrelled by the J&war,u . These scheols were of urse
dendueted in freat secreey, and roved o ovt frequertly fror place to i ce. Tre
romher of atucents irn eaek wa asunlly net mere than 10 at any one tir > In
tris lattrr tyre of sctegl the rrineiral eryhasis was cn educa’icn foo  lanfestire
rolitical crganizasticn and propasnnda Lo create the- pretont rossible  mber of
Tieu-To, anc o vive new rec v3 elene~hary lessens in weapors in or to
ena*le trer Lo defond therselves orl to :xgaﬁzze +he "Tu-Ve!' Zolf Tefi o Units
an® *o assacsirats Jaranese and rre-Jarapsse brelfcrs when necoosary. fter the
Jarancse Surrender v o8t 5f the cévz+vv care qnjc‘lj unter tre dominati 1 of the
Viet Uirks corsn,uontjy the cerar® Tor Can="e rrratly cxceeded the sup-ly wnd it
mag necessart ‘o Srain naw oves rastily. Can-"¢ scl ccls syranr ur in ;V""t*ty.
rupdirp the reriods of the P Y Geverr -nt ard of the (onll ui(ﬂ iV xnvert,
rilitar crer tic ’rtant; trerefere, althourk riiitary 'seirline
ccntinued e be che n?ncl less than ralf of the courses .ere
military; the rerain ”'+L031 stbiects and the technigue o' jrora-
pganda--varticvlarly . Paver of the Viet Uirh Farty and the vict Mirh
Governrent. At Yo ttecre terc some Can-"o vho rece el more
Aet iled r*litar: *w"trwwt:rwﬂ : e ren vhe were destined Lo +alu‘?harge of
the crgarize*icn of Lecal tJQG (FJ'VP/ wvier were to replace the ~cliice and
“ulflli the sare ebic e, T this time, the TusVe-~criginally Yati w1 Nelfare
Asscroiaticns ¢or >01f-Tefan%e~~“a( ceased ¢ be Natirnrel Welfere ASSO(L«}ICHS and
bad heecre a rore srecializes Vird of organization (See Yaraégi;; 11). While its
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10. The Viet Finh Compittees {Uy-Ran Viet
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rrimary functicn was trat of a ¥ilitla and Felice Ferce, its intimate knonledge
of local corditicns and yerscrelitles even witkin a minute quarter of & city
(the Tu-Ve werc organized vy streets and blocks within a city) result in its
intellirence services being called upcn by varicus sorts of pelitical znd police
orgarizaticrs (sve below), Gridvally also, as Naticnal Welfare Assccicticns for
all class s an’ caterories syrang up in almosi every regicn, the Viet *inh deemed
it necessary to rrovide trem with Specialist Technical Adviscrs (Can ¢ Ey Thuat
Chuyen l'ic), suck as the Can-lo assicned te aedvise the local MNaticnal clfure
Asgceliatiens of Femsants, of Farrers, of Worters, ete., The Staite Can-Po ag the;
gradually d-velored in the Frovisicnal and Cealiticr Goverrmer® pericds into

the full flovering of tle rrosent period may be divided rourbly into several

caterories:
(1) can=No for adrinistrative services--to help the Executive Cosmittees of
the Peorle's Comnittees.
. 25X1

2} W¥!litary Can-Po for the crganization of Local ¥Militias.

3) Can-RPo for the Cultural isscclatirrns end for Proparanda, excivaiing th
teacters used in the program of mass educaticn in reading and writing.

{4) Can<ho tc act as Sroclalist Technical Advisorse--for Lrriculturs, Handi-
crafts, Fiphway Commisgions, rte. Tiis category is piven only encugh ;clitical
indectrinaticn to make sure that they will not run counter to povermmens directives,

(5) Can-Bo t» act as wun erregentatives and

countries.

State Can-Bo are usvally chosen from amons the pepulaticn of the locali-y to

which they are destined to  assiyned in order to be on more friepdly &nd

intirate terms with the peoplie with whom they bhave to deal, The State {an-Bo
movi'e surerficial instructi n in Viet Nirh organizaticn ané doetrine. In the .
instructicn on doctrine, a cortein amcunt of Marxist rhraseclogy is used; but the
theory enunclated is chiefly "anti-Faseist"; much emphasis is rlaced ca the
dominant role of the "maferiiy.® This is because the Viet Minh do not uish the
true Compunist chiaracter of the stnte to be too widely known among the State Can~Bo..
During the course of instructicr on doctrire, discuszicn greurs are frejuently

veld, which erables tre irstructers to fulfill another impcrtant (seer.i) role:
trat. of syies for the Government, for the rurrcse of checkirg on the . iralty,
orinicrs and activities of lcecal cfficiais. The St:te Can~Bo are givi 1 titles
indicating the functicn vhich they £ulfill; for example, Mr. ¥ is a I :raranda

- Can=Po; Tr. Y is « Yeotl Can-Po, Mr. 2 is an Arriculiure Can-Ro.. Thes. Zan-Re

receive thelr ir-i-ing in scvoels contreiled by the rosrective Ministrizsy for
examyle, Administrfive ‘an-No in sctocls contrelled by the Finistry ¢ the Inlericr,
These scrools are more o less overisthat is, thelr existence as well ~¢ the Iderd: iy

e

cof tte rurils is hnmown. The courses are ecnfidential, and strensera ¢ ¢ not

rermitted teo attend. These Can-Po are thecretically under the orders i tlie
Vinistry which appeints them, and thelr power is confined to tre funci o1 and
area srecifically assirned tc them. As scon as one of them is assigne! %o a ‘
certoln lecality, he proceeds to that lecality and remains therc with @ Pegrlets
Corrittee or a Putlic Welfarc Asscclaticn of tha locallty., They £311 the role of
adviscrs to these Corrittess or these Agsoclaticas and submit thelr re;orts to
their resrective Mirdstrics, Put in reality these rererts ave submitted through

another Cormittee, known as the "Viet BMirh Commitiee."

tizh). Altkouph the urrisi:. of ..urust 1945
fzure of vorer by the Vietnarese, the Viet Lirh still .cntinued

resulted in the az
s role, claiming that:

to fin® reavons fer not abandon’ng i3

"(1) The Viet Wink is a yclitical Front which led the Vietnarese p . le to
freedor; (2) The Viet ¥int is a Front which represents a part of t  masses;
and {3) The Vist ¥inh claims the privilege of heing the Front mhic’ spresents
the most revolutiorary an® most demccratic pertics; therefore, 1t ' the duty
of contiruing o pulde the prople along the rath of ‘democrrey’, &  preventing

the Peerlels Corrittees fror degenerating into Reacticn. These Pec " .2¥a

Corrittees, of course; are Cormittees elected by the reople, hut as - naturally

subjeet to huran error which would run the risk of irjuring rather . an serving
' 25X1

the reople.”
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but alse rearns virpin er unrrej éiced; Sul meaps o chserve,)

“or Filitda, Iest of the Trirk-Set are ardent yeuns ren with zcalous o
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The functicrs of the Viet ¥ink Cermittees, vhich consist of rersonrel who are

State Can-Ro, are as follews:
(1) To act as advisors to the Peorleis Cormittees ard the Txecut ve Com-

. mittees of the Pecrle's Committees, The Viet Mirh irti-ate that

"gince 1t 1s tre duty of tre Viet Nirh Corrittees 4o act as alviscrs to the

" Peorlets Committecs, it is entirely logical that the Viet ¥inh Ccoumrittees
should control the activities of the 3tste Can-Ro, whe are at the ~ame time
themeelves acvisors to the Peorle's Committees and {necarly all) murbers of
the Viet Winh Porty. These Can=Po must be advised hcw to obey betl the State

.and the Party®.

(2) To contime to act as "Tnlifhteners" cf the Feorle, irasmuctk 33 the Viet
Lirh i3 a "roveluticpary and a dermoeratic! rarty. 1In order preverly +o fulfill
118 second functirn, 1t i3 necessary for the Viet Minh Cormmittees to sxtend the
“eircle of thelr activities zné +5 reernit new Farty rembers to conscl.date the
Fartyts pesi*icn Ir the rarks of the recople. The sirplest metliod fer “he Viet
Vinh to accorrlish thris rurrose is:

(8) To sprc-d rroraganda on “ebkslf of trec --rty and of the Gov rament at
tre sarme time; tris yroragards is mace up by the Proraranda Cen-Bo and the
Cultural Asscciaticrs; .

(1) To ext~nd the activity cf the Neticnal telfare Asscciatiorns and to
arcuse everybedy o becors a rember of one or rore of these Assccdation
are rut urder preasure te join Farper's Asscciaticns, women to Join
Associations, banters to jo'n Panker's Associazticrns. FPressure to Joi- these
Associations resits on the thesis thet they are associaticns fror Publi
(the Annarese nere has alrest the siecndficance of 'Waticnal S~lvatior , and that
3t 4= the duty of everycne to tn patriotic and to work for the salvat.on of ris
fatterland and naticrn. Thes, without beloncing to any rolitical part at all,

"4t 3s suffigient for a rerscn to jo’'n &ny one of these Associations to find
himgelf in the Viet Mish., This leaves no oprortunity tc the individu:s. to Join
" any other rarty than the Viet Mink, Thkis situstion has been corpletely fulfilled
in nearly all the provinces, tut to a slirhtly lesser extent in the cities. But
in the cities as well as the provinces there is always a reredy .in cesn the |
vorilation is reluctant to iein the Associaticrs. This remedy is cal’:d the Song-An

Cong-An

(¢) The Conpg-An {Public Safety or Surete). The Viet Einh ro'r™ out that
"the Feoplels Committoes t-ke care of aémiristration in the varic = localities
and, with the aid of Can-Be ard of Viet Nirh Comrnittees; are char w2 with the
“uty of imrroving conditicns in thet lo ality ard of advaccing b work of
reconstruetis-n in crder to make the ypeorle harty. This, therefore, is a
ronstructive and rositive tosk., Tre Conp-An, on the cther hand, ‘¢ charged
with a “estrictive duty--not, of course, destructive of the progrus of
reconstrus tf-n and harniness, but destructive of the elerents and factors
-*3ch gre trersclves destructive of trat jropresge-or, a regative ‘uty so to
sreak--trat of surrressinge the eleronts an factors wrick deny t!  rositive
value of tha* resitive vorl" ,

The arents of the Conr=-An are ealled Trinh«8at {(Triah rears t¢ exrlerc .r to corjuer;
Tke Tr! L=Sat of the
Conr-An must no* ke corfused -ith the Civil Folice which are Y own as o~An for
the rrovinces and Cank-3at for the cities, fused :ith the Tu-Ve
i alert minds.

Some of them are ;raduates of Can-Bo scheols, Others are veteran memi .vs of the
Viet ¥irh Party frer the days of the Jaranese Cecuration. There are *[m\kinﬁs of
mpinh-Sat for the Cong=An: - {1) Trirh-Set Chinh-tri (Political Trink=i."). They
are charped with pelitical affairs and have the culy of wateh’ np susp 1ous i
oharacters and maleeortents---n a word thesc who belong or might belom Lo a party
other than the Vist Minh and whe wirbht rlot against the Covernment. " Trinh-Sat
Kinh-te {Fconomic Trinh=-Sat). ‘They are charged with aconciic affairs sof have the
duty of ‘nvestipating smugrling, gambling, thefts, erires and all und sworld activitl
The TrinheSat have a sreat deal of yrower. As Socn as they shes thelr rredenﬁials to
the local authorities, ther are riven all reossible assistance. Altho ™ the Govern=
rent of Vietnam has declared that "Vietnar is a demccratic country anc thercfore has
no Seer:t FPolice", i+ pust be admitted trat the activitics of the Tri h-5at ars

always asecret. 25X
CONT DA ik
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Tu-ve . .

The Tu-Ve, althourh they are not dircctly charg ¢ with the duty of preventing
the reople from derarting from the rn+% of "dermocracyt, are exceedingliz uceful,
because of their intimate krowledge of local corditicrs and rers ona;iulea, in
asslsting ““ose wlo arc morc directly charged with this Auty. (See rmaagraph 8)

Asrects ef Centrel

The rresent adr’nisiraticr of Vietnar has a nere jor ular base than the . which
exiated unfer the Fronel vepire hecavse of the rartleipaticn of a gres 'or number
of s*-ata c tre reonles The Vict Mink derirates this adminisiraticn. The
Viet ¥Finh i*self Par hecere & very bread Front hecause of the extensiv: partici-
ration of the fiffer-nt atrate of soclety. According to the Viet Niph thems«lves,
the Tiet pirh Frert is ihe rosult of the “fusion of several yolitical rurties

and of ¢ifferent Haticnal Telfare Associnticns.” The General Directir  Comrittee
of tre Frent (Tone Ro Viet ¥inh) is corposed of delegates fror those . itical
rartien and these Asscedatierns. The Directing Ceormittee gives corders nd
directives to the Repicral Cemriiteez of the Viet Ninh, to the local H.ilicnal
Nellars Asscciat’ons, to the Cfan-Bo and to the Trinl-Sat of the Cong=i -
Naturally these crﬁers are coordinated with the verirus Wiristries of ¢'= Govern-
ment. Yithcut tre Viet Finh Ccmmittees, the futlic Welfare Asscciatic &, the
State Can-lo an’ the. Trirh»aat of the Cong~An the Viet binb wovld lose cintrol
of the recrile, centrol of the acrinistraticn anﬂ control of pdumr~ N

The rost iryevtar* rarty of the Virt k'rk was the Inﬁccklnesa Corruni Party,
and raturally its delnrateq hzeare memterg of the Viet Kirk Tong-Ro. .ut as
tre Viect Linh assured the missicr of serving the Waticn, 1t has to ser . also
the (derpc'ﬁtic) government ¢f that Maticne-the Firhest ergan reprosentctive
of trc Vieinarese Rerublic, “ecavse of this ;m'ssicn, and in a desire *c avoid
rerrittin: cither the Government or the Matien fror arpearing. toe Cor.vaistic
in tre eyes cof the vorld, the Indochirese Cerrunist bardy voluntarily ~Isselved

in Movertas 1945,

Ihg Bagoclotion Fop Yoot Stuclies

Ir~ed ately after the ﬂ"soltuaxng thig Farty was rerlaced by the Assc “ation

for rﬂrx*"‘ 3tudies. In aprearance thls Asscelaticn is corcsed of peouons vho

wish te study tle o ;7030' zchl theory of Warxisr, "witheut the least "nuenticr

of arrivire It oge g?ﬁc*irc It rrhlishes becks and a newspaner wh c}‘::hibit a

Corrurist tenderey: for exsrrle, its orgar Su-Thad (Tputh? - of, Pravd'; is

rlai -l Lovmintat n tore; and it enjcys zore ~rivilege than the non~t . ‘entions

C g0, crran of the Teng-Po itself. The Covernrent t, clai inr to be -

chiel rpey intimatez that

jg entirely natural <hat tlere ﬂh-u]ﬁ e frecdor of thought a . of the
rreas and that such publicatic s ghevld bhe rermitted. "

The Tirt ¥i‘h anlso intimate that, Pecauss the A s3ocia ticn is a rrivate one, it is
®auite natural that the rublice should know of only “one ror"cgenta e of this
isgcciavicn, namely Mr. PHAN van Xhoa, and that the names of the ‘“her mcmterg

ghould ~u% aprear rublicly."

FoneoBo Viet inn ?irnctiny Cormittee)

Rut what is not at all natural s t?nt even afser the dissolution of 1 ¢ Indo=-
chinese Corpunist Party lte former members continued to rorain member: the

Viet I'inh Tbn(~ﬁn For exs official spokesman of the Viet ki 't Tong-Bo

ig still FOUYTT lueng Tang, lorverly well, lrewn 2z o repber of the Cor unlst Party,
better ‘rnown hy bhe nJclrarL -f Sao-Lo ("Hed Szzr"\, and affecticnatel Lnown as
Anh-Ca ("Vlder cpepdher®) to a1l Can-Fo, of whem ke is the cfficial ché © Purther=-
more, the Tone=Tgo iz always svrrovrded br an a*mostt ere of the greater ” ~ystery;
rublic orinicn hes for the Tong=Ro (rtthcc than fer tre Gover: W“nt) a »fillnb of
respect mhich o *"n veneration, fear and excessive considernticn., lihough

e Tong=Ro i: officiallyr corresed of avout €C ele ates, the true Tor-"%0 (g sor@
of co~rittec +ithin o cormit ,‘,e) *s corTocged of abont 1T r'-ez*”lr12)5)\(ﬂ10 o sufficently

! f‘ﬁ
vlm, '
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mysterious to bhe little known and who are certainly neither rmembers of the

Demceratie Party nor delepates frop any of the Naticral Welfare Associaticns.
Trey must therefore belong to the Cormunist Farty. '

It 35 quitr well ¥nown that the Tonr-Po . gives orders and directives to the
Regicnal Comrmittees of the Viet Minh, whieb, with their Associations, their
State Can-Bo who are members of the Viet ¥inh, and their Trinh-Sat of ¢as Conp-
An, control the Feorle's Commlttees which arc charged with local admii Lstrsticn,
But it is far less well know: that the Tong-Bo, the highest organ of the Viet
¥inh, is constantly aryretersive that the Fecrlets Corrittees and--eve: mere
important--the Regicnal Corrittees, of the Viet Ninh, may stray "unintenticnally”
frem the desired path, FPFor this reeson they have dreided to place Can~Ro

Viet tirh or Can-Bo Cun Woe (Viet Mirh Can-Po ov Nation31‘We1fars'Can-ﬁo) in

each repicn,

Yiet Bink Can-Do or Hatiorgl;ﬁg;fa;e Can=Do

Tho Viet Mink Can-Do must aot be confused with the State Can-Be, who report

to their respec: ive Kinistrics and whose authocity is strictly limited to their
assipned duties within thelr a=sirned arcas, Althouch the same Anramese word,
Can-Po, is used to ‘esirrate ihese %wo fifferent categcries of men, the word
Can-Bo &8 applied teo the Viet Vinh Can-Bo has 1c Trrlishk equivalent; its French
translation 1s "cadre", The Viet I'irh Can~Bo i3 a rcrson who can mcke ceelsions
on all rilitary, rolitical an’ economic affairs in the repicn to whick te is
arrofnted. The followire is ap examrle to illvstrete the functicn and sntherity
of the Viet Nink Can-Po: :

' Chem-Ve is a suhurbar dictrict of Hanoi, extendirr for a distance of nearly
20 kiloreters alorr the right lark of the Red River. In this district at the
end of 1945 and the beginning of 1946 there were 6 Viet Minh Can-Bo, of whom
obe, by the name of CHU, was thc most imrertant. He was ddrectly resyorsible

to the Tonr-Bo of the Viet Miny, nct to the Govermment. The proof of this fact -
was that wren, for rerscnal r:ascns, he had arrcsted 22 young girls on ¢ trumped-
up charge of Trotskylsm witbout corsulting or rceoiving the aprroval of the

. loral Fecrle's Cormittee, 2 refused to yiild to the deranxis of HCAXG minh Giam,
Yinister of the Intericr, that they sheuld be released,

The Viet Minh Car~Bo not only dees not take orders from the Pecorle's Crind ted
but Hirdelf pives orders to it. He has the rover tn contrel commerce, transe
rortaticn and corrunicatior, He car corrand the loral militin {Tu~Ve)} the
local office of the Surete (Conr-An) and the local units of the Army 1 «»1f,

¢ Por examrle, ’r Janvary (946 the sare CHU menticred above used 200 sol . rs to
%111 all tre 7C members of a lecal unit of the Crinese occurational fc .23, take
rosgrasion ¢f their arms and throw the bocles into the Red River. Thi iime,
hozever, C'™J went too fav. The result wa  that the Vietnam Jovernrent 11d an
indernity ©o the Chlnese, tnd CIU was executed as well as the loral m' .sary
corrander wro had obeyed his orders.

T+ 13 clear tha' the Viet I'inh Can-Ro is a very peverful figure, ard ¢ . ilef
wtoge "enlirhtencd" views rorrand freat rosrect. He 18 res-cnsible or , to the
oy of ten men wick constitute the true irmer circle of the Terg=Bo . the
Viet 1ink.  In croosing the Viet Yink Can-Po, therefor:, the Tong-Bo t Los care
to coafine $taelf to men 'om they can trust absclutely, in order %o 1™ the
least pessitle risk of bungling the orders of the Tonr-Bo and to me re of
carring cvt its roliey without deviaticn., Since the true Tong-Ro ir .» circle)

“oneists exclusively of memtcrs of the Corrunist Party of the Third In enaticnal,
.1t nar te lorically decuced that tre Viet Ninh Can-Po can hardly avoid =ing

mezber: of the Comrunist Partiy.

rapty Scheols

" Tre échbzls,{in whick are trained the puiding sririts of the Viet Nink
rrtertial successors, exhibit cven more strikinp'peculia§é§g$s than ti.

.

-3 their
=3 n which
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, the State Can-Bo are trained. The very existerce of these schools is o
closely-guarded secret. At these scheols the training is highly sreciulized and
is pure Corrmunism. The irjertence with which these schools are rcporded by the
higk cormans is indicdted by the fact that FO chi Mink hirmgell sometines gives
lectures in them. In thesc lectures he addresses the students as "Cc.irade® and
they are invited to address him similarly. Occesioral lectures are ou o tiven
by VO nguyer Giap, FHAN van Donr, TRAN van Cisu and other leacing Cor vaists.
The rerular lectures, or course, are given by instructors ef less imp. sance,
whose time is not fully occuried with other cuties. Courses include v following;
(1) Definiticns--liberty, derccracy, cormunism, ete. (2) Eistory of hu
Commimnist Party., {7) Mass psychelopy-~how to lead the rasses by flatiery or
control them by fear, ete. (4} Foyv to orgonize reasant and workers' ... ements,.
(5) How to satotege Trotskyists and the Maticralist Front. (6) How t. arganize
hunger strikes in rrisons end cther strikes in Frenche-controlled tery: wT¥a
(7) How to terrorize the ropuiaticn in French-controlled territory.

2. Technically, the lecturca arr of high Juality. The treorics expressec sre clear
and coherent an® a wealth of concrete examrles is giver. Syecial lectirers are
invited to rrcount rerscnal experiences te illustrate thecriecs, such &s that of
hunger strikes in Frenck grisons. Many of the texthooks used are secr-t. Like

! the lectures, they are clear and conerete. Some are transiaticns or e lnptations
from the Russian, Fxam:les of these includes extracts from the works »f Lenin

-and Stalin, ¥anifestc of the Cevmunist Party at the Third Internatione’ {193¢6,/37),
new Stalinist theories wriich “evrleped after the exrulsicn of the Trot:.kyists,

the "Death-Strugple of Capitaiisp®., The yurrose of these textbooks is o apply
the Soviet doctrire®srecifically to Indechinese rroblens. Other texmtb. ks are
written vy Vietnamese--always un'er a pseudonym.

drpearance versus Reality

22, It may therefore be corcluded that the aim'nistration of Victnan, with iss
Government and its Peorle's Corritices, ‘has a dereccr-tic apprarance; it is
under the control of the Viet Iiinh; the Viet Mirh Front; in turn, is undor tre
cantrol of the Indochinese Cormunist Party, desrite the fact thar the Party
was cissolved in 1315,

" TISTCRY CF VITT FIUH RAIIC FCLICY~~-1945-1947

23. O¢ing to a flexible poliey, the Indochincse Corrunis! Party, through the Viet
Minh--after the latter had Lecome a broad Front with the particiyaticn of broad
strata of the yeorle--irmpossd its yolitieal centrol over Vietnam: it ove:came,
without toe much difficulty, the so-called Waticnalist Parties {2.D.D., liong
Kinh Hoi, ete.) and put ur & determined resistance first agalnst the demuids of
tke Chinese Cccurasicn troors and later aga‘nst the French.

2to  The follewing factors and conditiors were favershle to a peneral insurrectien
of the Viet Minb at the time when it actually tock rlace, in the sumrer of 1945:
-Internal corditlicns in Victnam: (1) War, reverty, farine, drought, ¢7) Ruth~
less orpressicn by otk French and Jaranese. {2) Consicous awakening by an
orrressed peorle; i-:difference toward death, which often seemed prefersnls 4o
the unrearatle con ticns of life; ~cnsequent readincss 4o Join Revolvt :aary _
vorganizattons. (4) Erergcnce of the Viet Ninh Frort with, or of, the I «oschinese
Comrunist Party, at the most favereble rmeorent; flexibility of its stratugy, which
shifted errtasis awey fror Communism to Katicnalism.
External conditicnss {1) %orld lar hetween Axis and Allies-~rropage i of
Ureratirn and of future fre~dor to te ac orded to these who rarticipat ¢ on
the side cf the Allies; censcicusness of their own strength on the part o the
reorle in peneral srd of the reorle of small countries in particular. f7) Con-
flict vetween Japarese and French irperialism; these two oprressive forue: were
- “estroyine eact other and maling reor for a third force=-that of revelulinn.
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In peneral it was these conditicns which favored riects, revelts and, above
all, organized revoluticn. All classes in Vietnsm were rrofoundly affected.
The proletariat were the most exrloited of all, the workers heing kert in
subjectict »y a jow which ~as more military than civil, and being rcd oed

‘to reasts of hurdep rather than human beings. The reasants, under in-reas-
ingly difficult economic conditicns, were deprived of their tiny pror-riies
and dled of farine and ¢isease, Tre Petite-Bourgecisie became disloc %-ds
functicnaries were peorly paid, smell merchants were no longer able ¢ "ind
roods to sell; small artisans could not find the necessary materials “ur their
handierafts. The rich Pourgeois were turned out of thelr yroperties, houses
and factories by the mllitary. There was only one categery of the recile who
vere able to rrefit by this state of affairs: shcse who served the Jupanese,
whe made profits in the black rarket, illegal acquisiticns of land and force-
ful cerfiscations,

The Viet ¥inh, in the face of the penersl discontent of alrost all clic es and
with the change ir stratery of the Indech®rese Cormunist Farty. advocctod
coorrration an? tre unicn of all classes in a broad Front. Thore was to be
reither a ficta‘rrstir of the rroletariat nor a dictatorship of capitelists;
no one clagss wat to dorinute the ctlers, Thrre was to be only a peneral Front
for inderendencey and arainst cprressicn, Facciep and irmperialism, Heovery
ginrce the varicus clans:s had intercsts wrich vere somcwhat oryosed t¢ cne
ancther and it wos impessible to evelve a rroraganda which would suit “lem all,
the Tiet Minh advertized itreelf as a Front censisting of several differznt
rolitical pertics wh’ek rerrrsented differert classes and rermitted ecch rarty
to issue its own rrorapanda cn behelf of the class which it represente’. The
Communist Party, aithourh claiming to be the cefender of the Frcletarial, was in
reality the rart; of the Fetite-Ncurgeoisie, This class was in decompt 1tion
ime rerained eviremely numercus; and even in its deccu; osition
atterpted to halt she bifurcation of the tro orposing currents--the re s tively
rich and the poor--and to unite trem, This stretegy of the Viet Kinh <n
perrittine Aivergent rroraranda worled smoothly end functicned zxcellenily as
long as there was a conerete Turrcse: dinderendence and liberdty at the - xpense
of a concrete enerry:  the Japsrese. The classes at hoth extremss of scriety’
weve not strong encugh +o fight for themselves. The Proletariat was incufficiently
organized and united; *the Treksvyists, for exarrle, had rromised the Viet Minh
" 40 help ther in tre corinp insurrecticn, vhile intending in Aue ccurse 4o mush
thig insurrecticn fvrther and tranaform i% into a rreletarian r:volutlor. The
paritalists exhibied the sare weakness aa the Froletariat. If the ccrvaratively
wealthy Rourg. oisie alioved itself to te eaaily led by the Fetite-RBour;e>isle,
it mas because tre former vas net truly a Reveluticrary class in Indoclina. AlL
tre revelts that had tdken rlace since the Frernch conguest were revolts bty reypre=~
sentatives of the “rudal aristocracy--former Manterins and schelars, or - later--
inéurrrctir's of reasants and strikes hy workers, The Viet ¥inh's pelicy of
Uni 1 4s the exrlenation of the success cof the Vizt ¥irk in deferding *f3 vague
intereats of the Petite-Bourgecisie. It is elso the exrlanation of the strength
of tre insvrrecti-n of Ausust 1945, irmediately after the Jaranese gurreder,

Ipredints 1 alter irc fa’l of the jarsnese - (disarrcararce of the cor inte enemy) =
ard irmedintely affer tre seimure of prover by the Viet vink {ar-arent .4 -ainrent

of tre concrete rmryoses Indererfence, 1ITerty, rarriness), that strawe 7y of the
ecolloboraticn of niasses hepan to totter, At thic pew turning-point 1t history,

the Vict Ifnk rera‘red un'ecided reparding the stratery to adort. There were
ad*iticnal disadvartares: lack of Can-Be, lack »f an acequate intclli~cnee servi€e,
lack of cetalled “rformeticn because of the peneral confusicn, ard lac  of materials.

Navir- been swert leveond it intended srherey the Viet kinh found ftse 7 in
ancther vast screre. In its indecisicn, 1% could only centinue 1ts po “uy of
comrrorise, aitemriing to rut threoueh the casiest, rost rressine and & Lhe same
tire least dapperers reforms, The mreabest danerer of decorrosition la in the

two extremes which rad beccre mor: or less att-ched to it: the Frelet riatvon

the ane han® and tle relatively vich on the cther. 2521V1et Minh trie. ?o satisfy
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the. Proletariat bty yromises alene, piving the werkers a rlirpse of better

living corditicns for the future, but rastily adding that the most important

duty for everycone st present is to rake sacrifices hefore making dermords, in
order that the niuly-won inderendence wight be raintaireé and firmly satablished,

Tkese prorises rafe by the Viet I'inh vere not entirely successful; a = it
eontinued to bo the two extremes (Froletariat and rclatively rich Po | ecisie)
widch rut te the trat the Vict Einh's rolicy of comiromise. Cn the rand,
the Prolet riat--rarticularly the werkters~-ghowed rlainly their disc --ent,

The mar was ended, the country li'crated, the naticn had its own gove nment--and
vet eonditiens of life were no different from ‘efore. Thre Iroletaric . remained
roor an® unharpy. Discontent, indignaticn and the spirit of revelt isck kold
of them, Trotskyist nuclel vere formed and grew apace. Desrite the Tiet Linh
censorship, clandestine Trotskyist rihlications mere distributed in vorkers?
circles in preater an? preater sbundance. Seerrt meetings were held ~~Iih

“preater and greater frequency. The conflict trreatened o hecome bit-cr and

violent. Ir the face of this threat, the Viet Vinh employed its two -ost power-
ful wearons: proraranda and terrcr. TA thu Thau, the mosi important iretskylst
leader was executed; LUCYG due Thiep ard a great numher of chler Trot:lyists
vere arrested ané placed in corcentraticn camps. Temperarily, at the Teginning
of 1946, the threat from the left apreared to have been averied.:

On the other han’, even tefore the leftist threat had been surpressed, two
other troublesore elements arpreared on the rigki, brovght by the Chirnia
QOceuration Troore: namely the Quoc Dar Dang (anj and the Dony Minh T .7, These
rarties found adterents ameng the Rovrgeois whe were still in doubt -+ :ther the

Viet ¥inh would raintaln the degree of order necessary for business «  osrosper

gs had been rromised, The Viet Kinh tried to satisfy the relatively ':h

‘Pourgeois hy prorising them that rrivate rrererty would not te touche ind that

order would be maintained. Trese Peurgecls were formerly the lackeys .7 the

_French and the Jaranese. They had beer terperarily derrived cf the m iiers who

were necexsary fer them to mairtain their control over the masses, T ~v were
worried. Now that the Ctinsse rad arrived, they though* they saw the ~igerly
avaited masters ard hered to vse them as a svrrort and te rrofit by ¢ v, The
C*inege also wisted 0 enrlcit and make the rreatest ressibhle profits A mumber
of rich Vietnarese joined the D and the Deng Minh Hel, Thelr alm w. to over~
threw the Viet tMirk Government, Put thic atterrt was entirely unsuee. < :ful for
the folloming reasens: ' ,

(1) The Chinese realized that the yeriod of thedr st v in Indocki would be
1irited, They therefore ercovrared discrder so that they mirtt fish - trovtled
waters, rather than atterpting tc estatlish themselves strongly amon; |1 masses
and makine the latter troly derendent vron them. This errcr had its - lgin in
the =eakress of the Chiness Central Gevernrent. '

(2) The Chinese, having bren accustored to such poverty themselve  exrloited
even the smallest intereats, witheout lesving a reasorshle rrefit for 2 air
Annamese followers. It afrearsd that tre Chines: were oo grasping ad wanted
to seize everything. ]

{2) The Arnamese followers of the Chinese, of the QDD ard of the ¢ Mink
Hoi, were incorpetent, They lacked a concrete crpenization ané their “orapanda
vas uns¥i11fnl, The Veurgeeis quickly realized that these parties we neither
roof rastérs nor peood fellerers. In a werd, trey were nseless as ine  wments of

Ponypreois relicy,

B

Altheosh for a certaln time both the Trotskyists and the Ph-Dong Lir Toi
arresred tc *‘resten *the Viet Miak, the latter®s ~olicy of corrromise  “naged
£6 held and to aveid decisive tests, Trotshrist extremism was suppre ¢ and

‘ the Mourpecis orrosition alljed to the WCD-Dong Mirh Hei gradually 4i ¢ down,

lenving o rear of embers which were evertually sen*tered on Chincse £ ' and
only ceensicrally flared vy arajn corentarily.

Altkough tic Viet Finh overcame these apttatlcors with much clear tkir ‘g and
tireliness, cbste-les continued. The Vied Nink rolicy, reing wased ¢ . roryromise,

comrIni T | 251 -
o1l ‘

REFERNCE CETERLRIRY

" Approved For Release 2003/08/05 : CIA-

e Ly




= AR ik

.

25X1

25X1

33,

34.

35,

Approved For Release 2003/08/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002§RD]Z760I)8-5
T CENTRAL TIMELLICENCE GROUP '

. o 1= .

was una™le to ri? itself of its fun?arentnl incorsistencies. In the face of
an irmediate attnck hy the French in Tenkin, the Viet ¥iok was forced to
negotiate the Pr-liminary Accord of & March 1946. Conferences amd n:gotiations
for a finel treaty dragred on for months and epded with the Fontaineulcau Nodus
Vivendd of 1 Scrtember 1946, The situaticn in France was also full -f incon-
sistencies, and France herself needeB®® settle these inconsistencie: .

Outwardly, in the rericd between September and the renewal of hostil'ties in
December 1946, there did nct aprcar to be sericus contredicticns in -n2 internal
affairs of Vietnsm. The HO ckl Minh Government rested solidly on the corpses

of Trotskyist and QDD oprosition. The People's Cormittees and the Viet Minh
organizations--Yaticnal Kelfare Agsociations, Can-Ro, Trinh-Sat-~took deep root
among the peorle, and were able to guide bhem without toc much difficulty in

the desired direction. After the sipning of the Modus Vivendi there sore indeed
evidences of discontent and accusations against the Government for h :'ng made

' too many concessicns tc the French. Put the Viet Minh was able to r " owver

a clever trick. Tt was not the Vietnames: Delegation which had signcu the Mcdus
Vivendi: it was rather HO chi Binh himseif. Por a long tine clever propagande
had created about the persomality of HQ ohi Minh an atmosprere of myr*ery ‘
amounting almost to relipicus mysticism; it taé made him immensely prrular; and
1t had presented hir to the rublic as a leader who was enlishtened 1- cll
matters, a fathcr of wisdom and a man whise relicies were infallible It was

HO chi ¥inh hirsclf therefore who supperted the whole wedght of restoibillty
for this sipnaturs, an? the Viet lNirh renained Intact and tlareless.

The arpearance of Viet Fink st2"ility wis to be noted esrecially in ~hlie
opinicn, After the March 104C agreemert, and asrecially after the S¢yterber 1946
votus Vivendl, there were in general twi opresing currents of orinicr. One was
to rake small corcessicns tc the Freneh in crder to have reac as lo - ag
rossible and to avoid & disastrous conf iet. The other cne was very ~.cOMPro-
mising: to strucrle at all cests apairst the French and tc ackieve « ¢ rlete and
unquestiocred irdererderce rather than ti accert s relative 1iverty wl' ' -h was too
much akin to tutelape. Put this differince of orinicn we~ not comrl: 1y 25X1
irreconcilatle, because rardly anyere tolding the seeord cririon dared %o say
that those roldirg the first were pro~Fiench tralters. Tveryone dec” - ved himp~

1f to be anti--French, tut with differint shades of views.

—

But the ahsence of sericus contradicticri in Vietnar was arrerent or .- Nenesth
the surface, the sitvatien ras beginnirg te hoil, The frame of mind rf the
Vietnaress reorie afier September 1946 way in fact very complicated.

(1) First there wes the class of forser Mandarins, former high “aetionaries
and mercrarts whe had grown rich under the French regire. These pec ..: were not
able at the ~omert ho follew the French; tut as the latter prshed fo @ to a
restcration of tleir remer, this class of ‘Annamites saw more clearly =@
rossibility of cre day becor'nr purpet ingtiumerts of the French, wh —ould

‘perrit them to *vild or re~tuild treir fortuies. 25X1

(?) There was the caterory of new carit:lists, who had grown ri h on black
awtote. in the recent 11leral seizure of lazls, or in advantareocus - o~ contrects.

| The class of newl - rich BOUF[€OLS 18 DOy 4 (Cloel

" with the Ten Dar Chu Dang, altheurh the laticr contains some element  of this

class, The Tan Dan Chu Dang alse includes, ‘ovever, a nurter of rer 8 who
have rossessed fertunee fer a long tirme, as 4211 as a nurber of inte ctuals.
Tke Tan Dan Chu Dang is sti1l a relatively sinll crganizeticr and ce inly does
not inclnde all, or even a malority of the névly-rich Pourgecis desc *“ed here).
These peorle —erc immersely rich in corparisor with the rre-war reri *. and had
invested treir fvture in the Vict Minh Govermreont. Thelr Interest wm < entirely
nontrary to thal of the French ecaritalists, whise former wealth, yro-erties and
meana of rroducticn and exrloitaticn were mow in their hends. This :egory

25X1
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vas definitely anti-French; comrare for example the guestions of the Hniphong
Custorms and Tariffs, the Wongay rines, the mires in the meuntainous r2gion
of Torkin, luport and cxypert with China and the Tnited States.

{3) As to the Patits-Bourgeois, some were on the side of these wio wanted
& fight to the finish agrminst the French; others wanted peace at any piice.
‘Consequently, thelr efforts were confused. This class, being in deccrpositicn,
but at the same time very numercus, was incapatle of irpesing = clear roliey
aimed at & specific interest. Their efforts~-confused but never violeni--never-
theless demonstrated clearly the uncertainty of the situaticn and the inpossi~-
bility of stahilizing this class cf society. A&lthourh there was no cpeén warfare
at this time between France and Victpam, there was a scarcity of everithing.

The small merchant lacked prodvcts to sell, and his yrofits were less than his
expenses; the small functionary lived like a soldier, working almost -%thout
salary; the artisan felt that he was working for someore other than hinuzelf,

(45 On the cther hand, if the {endencies of the Petlis-Bourgeols were very
vapuc, those of the workers were more clear: they had become purely .onscripts.
Their conditions of life hed becore even more piserable than before. Ia cone
tradiction to the promises which the Viet Minh had offered, their rip-t3 were
further rrstricted. Strikes were forbidden (excert one strike on the part of
workers in a printing-shor whose rroprietor had agreed to publish ant -Viet Minh
tracts for the QUD) and unicns yrohihited. {there was only the Faticna' ielfare
Associatien cf Jorkers, which reduced the worker to the positiecn of a ccnseripd
The only concession made b the Uinistry of laver {which was headed by ftalinists--
at first IE van liien, and later NCUYFYN van Too) was the €-hour day anc © holiday
on the first of May with pay. These concessicrns were certainly insuf. .cient,
Cradually thke workers besan *o re-lize that they were beins exploited ' 'st as
much as before, if not more so. In concert with the reasants tanothez jroletarian
grour which was a3 rmich exploited «s they, but less conscicus of the ; .ier of the
Proletariat) these workers had surycrted the Incoehincse Comrunist Par o and had
contributed largely to its advance alongs the rozd %o power. Their for v 25X1
comrades claimed to be still their friends~--these comrades who were n: s all-power-~
ful Kinisters. WNevertheless, in ¢xchange for a few [latteries, the w..-lers wers
being asked to work harder and harder lor a cause which apreared to tl - 40 be
too noble to becche a reality.

The thorny rroblems for HO chi Winh, fer the Infcchinese Cormmupist Par 5y, for

the domirant fruction in the Government, after the September 1946 Modr : Wivendd,
were as follomss )

(1) How to maintain ruardianship over the caterory of Tourgeols wh @ might
bé inclired to ally themselves with the French, and escare from Viet } o contrel?

(2) Ho~ to satisfy the categery of nemly-rith Bourgecis whe now he o tearly
8ll the means of yroduction in thelr hands, and who might overthrow t' Jovern-
ment when trey saw that 1t was becoming weak?

(3) Ho" to arrease the rreat ma=s of Pet!tg-Pourgeols who were st accusing
the Fronet celonialists for their rresent woes, but who mirht cne day 'n and
accuse the Covernment itself of its inabllity te save ard defend them?

(4) How to continue %o control the Proletariat, ¢f whom the Commur :ts hag

always claimed to be the Advance Guard? Hor to avoid the disintegra’ 1 of
these irpertant forces in faver of a regrovplar in which there might ©  mn -
infiltraticn of tre elements most feared by the Stalinists, namely the " sotslyists?

The 10 okl Tinh Government saw clearly these difficulties. Its equili-«lum might
be lost as & rezult of the peneral digsintegraticn of the different str.ii of
goclety inte two orresins categories: Iukewarr elements whe richt bec u3
reactirnaries arainst the Government; and extremists whe might attempt o over-
throw everytrirg in order tc escare from the suffocstine impasse, witi 5 concern-
ing themselves about the future an® without fé-ring the rrecipitation ' complete
In order to avcid this disintepration; and to ward off this sventual

anarchy.
danper, the Govermment ecovld only rut up a screen: namely, propagandes that the
country was still in danger. 25X1 :
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It was at this eritical moment that the great soluticn camé: the Frarco-

- Vietnarese conflict. Instantly the mil;Lary quegtion overshadowed all others.

With its own organizaticns firmly t1cd tegelber, the Viet Wink found & palpable

-and conerete enemy against whom all possible forces must be concentrated, In

the face of the necessity for £illing all the pressing needs of war, terrorism
wag Justifie@ and the Viet Minh did not hesitate to sbuse it in the nare of the
sacred motherland., Inconsistencles vanished--to rearpear later.

The present conflict was awaited calmly by the HO ehi ¥inh Covernment. In X
addition to the importent reason that this conflict provided at least . temporary
solntion to the dangerously unstable situation which had existed since September,
the Government had several other reasons to accept this conflict without, fear:
Internal factors: {1) The administrative rachinery was unified--it rnd not

‘teen in March 1946. {2) tYhe Arry--both rcgular and irregular--were b ‘ter

orpanized than forrerly. Cuerrilla’tactics were better understocd and m:rf'ecteth
(3) Threy were ablc to thr-aten the French by propesing to adort Scorc  Earth
tactics. (4) The most important rolitical factor was a clearly defir aim for
fighting: 7peorle knew why they were forced to flght. Proreganda was . refore
eary; and it was ecsnducted with skill,

External factors: {1) Txcept for surer? lority in arms and munitions. “he

" French were extrer:ly weak from every point of view. (2) Neigh boring cuntries--

Siam, Purma, Indla--were sympathetic.

"40.  All these vactors contributed greatly to the stability of the Goverrme;

in the

mresent conflict. It was alrost a re~birth of the former favorable fac..rs

which eontributed to the General Uprising of the Viet Ninh immediately

her

the Jaranese surrender. Put it must be noted that the present conflict .ontains
dangerous germs for the future of Vietnam. As a result of war--bombard =nts,
devastating tattles, and Scorched Farth Policy--producticn will for a | g time

be totelly insufficient to satisfy wanis. The peorle will suffer from .laery,
roverty and scarcity cf gocds. At the terminaticon of this conflict, th:
situaticn fror this point of view will be far worse than in Sepiember 17/5.

25X1 I:Iﬂote: A9 an atd in understanding Annamese terminolopy used ©  the

above rerort, the ollowing 1ist of Annarese terms, Chinese character . iva~
lents anﬁ Yade-Giles roranization of the Chinese choracters 1s rresent:

1. Viet Nar Ciai M hong Quan

Yueh Nan Chiel: Fang Chin ,‘fﬁ lgj ﬁﬁ‘ —‘%

2. Dan Chu Dan
Fin Ctu Tang F’\ T !

3. Viet ¥am Thanh Tien Pang
Yuek Man Ch'ing ien Tange Ad a%f} 4} 2

L. Viet Tar Thanh fien Cach Yenk Dorg Chi Hol N
~ Yueh Man Ch'ing Mien Fe Ling T'ung Chih Hui A B ja" /éf:% ey la /'}i gH

WV

pmmIR e g 8 g

Tiuan T*4 Chiu fuo

6. Tu Ve Cuu Quoc

Tau el chiv ko § 87 S 1]

7. Viet kinh
Yueh Meng ‘@ 25X1
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Tieu To
Heiao Tsu /v #A

Khu, Bo - '
Ch'u Pu [ %3?

Tinh B
Shong Pu 2§ %P

Tong Bo
Toung Pu 8, ¥P

Thanh Bo

Chteng Pu iﬁy(\/ %F

Xu Bo -

Ch'u Fu /;)1 %?

Can Bo Ky Thuat Chuyen Mon

25X1

Kan Pu Chi Shu Chuan Men %%}5 11{ ;’}47 5‘:)5_. ?L?

Uy Ban Viet Iinh

Wei Pan Yueh Heng é\:}'ﬂ‘% 7@{' ,%_

Cong An
Rung An 2 iglL

Trinh Sat
ChengChta ff 5%

Trirh Sat Chik Tri
ChengCh'a Cleng Chih {§ 4% F4

M
rz

Trinh Sat Xink Te e A
ChergCh'a Ching Chi 5/:% Py
Tao An .

Pao An 4f .L_{L

Canh Sat

; x 3
Ching Chte ¥ 3R

Can Bo Cuu Juce

Kan Pu Chiu ¥uo $4 £7 4% &
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